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moral character was good, was admitted to a bene-
fice without respect to his opinions upon episcopacy
or other similar matters. Me met, however, with
great opposition, the natural result of his policy in
an age when partisan feelings were very strong. On
the one hand, the royalists could not forgive him
for his share in the defeat and in the death of
Charles. On the other hand, the extremists of the
Army were his deadly foes. They were generally
republicans, and protested that the absolute rule of
a gentleman from Huntingdonshire was no better
than that of a king from Scotland. They were also
violently religious. In their enthusiasm they could not
understand Cromwell's toleration. They clamoured
for a " Gospel" government, and they were angered
by the spectacle of the Protector sanctioning such
worldly frivolities as a dance at Whitehall. With
the majority of the soldiers, indeed, Cromwell was
very popular, so that resistance to him was hope-
less, but he was the object of countless plots, of
which the most important were the royalist con-
spiracy of Vowel and the attempts of the Levellers,
Sexby and Sindercomb. And, generally speaking,
although feared and respected, he was also hated.
Englishmen recognised the value of the good order
which was preserved, but mentally rebelled against a
state of society in which the slightest transgression
was sure to meet with punishment lie had, also, to
face another grave difficulty. The permanency of his
government was not secured, and his authority had
no legal basis. There was, therefore, a natural dis-
inclination to supply money to him, while his right